
Remembrance Sunday 

My dear Friends, 

2021 sees the Royal British Legion celebrating its centenary. It was brought together by young men in their thirties and 
younger who had returned from the horrors of the First World War determined to support their comrades especially the 
injured and destitute. It has in the past hundred years maintained its principles of campaigning, welfare and remembrance. 
This month this has been very much in our thoughts, prayers and activities. The work of the Legion is supported by the Poppy 
Appeal, we might be surprised by its origins.  

A French lady, Anna Guerin, a teacher and performer, was inspired by the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’ by the Canadian army 
surgeon, Lt Colonel John McCrae. She thought the bright red poppy could be adopted as a symbol of remembrance and hope 
for a peaceful future. A mere six weeks before Remembrance Day, 11th November 1921, Madame Guerin visited the Legion’s 
offices in London with her suggestion. Some were sceptical but they took up her offer of producing one million poppies in 
France at her expense. A further eight million were produced in Britain. The first ‘Poppy Day’ raised £106,000 (£5.3million in 
today’s money). This enormous success resulted in Earl Haig deciding it should be an annual event.  

There are many representations of the poppy around nowadays and the Legion encourages different ways of raising funds 
for the six million people who still benefit today from its work. We in Roath are very proud and moved by the efforts of 
members of our churches of St Edward’s and St Margaret’s and many individuals of all ages from our parish who have made 
some extremely special poppies this year. If you come into St Margaret’s you will see a magnificent pulpit display made from 
knitted poppies and a wreath from crocheted poppies. This will also later be displayed in St Edward’s. Our Forget me Not 
Friends have also made remembrance pebbles and our Cub Scouts and Sunday Schools have made wood poppy crosses which 
have been arranged in our church yards. In our war memorial church of St Edward over 100 wooden poppy crosses inscribed 
with the names of our own fallen recalled in our parish war memorials will be arranged on the church window ledges.  

I do hope that these special visual tributes will encourage us to give generously to the Royal British Legion, there will be 
opportunities to do this in church this coming weekend. For those who are at home you can see photos of some of our 
poppies on the Llandaff Diocesan website. You will also see there a special new prayer for Remembrance Day written by the 
Reverend Caroline Downs. Some of us will be in church at our various services this Sunday, others may be at Cathays Park for 
the National Service, some may be at home watching or listening to the broadcast services, wherever we are we can all unite 
in our Act of Remembrance. We join our prayers with those throughout the Nation and Commonwealth as we give thanks for 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice but also look forward with hope. We have many freedoms today thanks to those who 
went before us, let us use that liberty in the service of others with Christ’s message of love, reconciliation and peace. 

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


